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������� Many of you are ap-
proaching graduation and 
looking forward to finishing 
this part of your education.   
In a world where both India 
and China have more honor 
students then the US has 
students the global competi-
tion is just beginning.  You 
sense that more may be re-
quired such as a graduate 
degree or a professional certi-
fication.  I will address gradu-
ate degrees in another article 
so we can discuss and com-
pare the professional certifi-
cations shown below.   All of 
these designations are for 
Accounting and Finance ma-
jors with some requiring more 

accounting and some requir-
ing more finance.   

����� These Certifications have 
many things in common.  All 
exams require knowledge of 
accounting and finance in 
various combinations and 
concentrations and have be-
tween 14 and 18 hours of 
testing.  All require extensive 
preparation beyond college 
usually involving classes, 
online training, and self study 
computer testing.  All have 
professional experience re-
quirements in the field be-
tween two and four years.  
And finally all these certifica-
tions can easily lead to above 
average income in six figures. 

 

 

 

The exams differ in a number 
of ways.  The CPA exam is 
given twice a year while the  

CMA exam may be taken on 
demand and the last two of 
three parts of the CFA exam 
are only given in June.  The 
CPA and CIA are a total ac-
counting experience but the 
CMA is has less accounting 
and more finance and deci-
sion making.  The CFP and 
CFA are heavy on finance 
and portfolio management.   

 �(continued page 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Spring 2010 FMA Mem-
bers! 

First of all I would like to wel-
come our new members to 
FMA.  I hope you find our 
club is as exciting and helpful 
as I have!  By joining FMA 
you have taken an important 

step toward enhancing your 
college experience.   

FMA is the proud home to 
some of the best students in 
the college of business.  
Many of our outstanding stu-
dents qualify for FMA Na-
tional Honor Society distinc-
tion, a subgroup of our own 
club.  We also have many 
students from the Gary J. 
Sbona honors program and 
have been well represented 
in programs such as the Salz-
burg Scholars and the 
Thompson Global Internship 

Program.   

 FMA has brought about 
many opportunities for your 
officers.  Many of us have 
earned internships from FMA 
affiliated companies.  We 
have also gained valuable 
knowledge through FMA 
workshops that has helped us 
during our application and 
interview processes. The 
good news is members are 
offered all of the same oppor-
tunities we are! 

(continued page 3) 
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�I hope that you are enjoying your semester 
even though most of us are quite busy with 
mid-term exams and papers. This issue 
presents some perspectives on how to bulk 
up your career portfolio from the involve-
ment with various international business 
organizations to obtaining professional cer-
tifications. In the coming issue, to make it 
more diverse and be reflective to your in-

quisitive, I would like some feedback about your interests on 
the topics.  Any comments or suggestions are always wel-
come as a way to contribute to the newsletter that benefits 
the most to our members. I wish you luck with your coming 
exams and remember to enjoy your spring break!�
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� FMA SOCIAL EVENT 
Come Join us @ 1stStreet  

WHEN: Thursday March 18 th 
 
WHERE: South 1st Billiards, 
       420 South 1st St  
 
TIME:      6:00-8:00pm�
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���������� We are blessed to be living 
and attending University in the heart 
of Silicon Valley, the acknowledged 
hi-tech capital of the world.  But 
equally important is that virtually 
every company in the Valley has 
international operations.  This as-
pect of our business community 
goes largely ignored and the impli-
cations of working in a global mar-
ket place needs to be given serious 
consideration as you prepare for 
your career. 

If you read Thomas Friedman’s 
book (The World is Flat), you will be 
amazed at just how inter-twined and 
inter-related the world has become.  
It has become the norm for people 
in the work place to be dealing with 
co-workers, customers, suppliers, 
etc. from all over the world on a 
daily basis.  This requires a unique 

kind of knowledge, of not just work 
relate information, but culture, cus-
toms, history and politics of the coun-
tries you are dealing with.  How can 
you as a student best prepare your-
self for this world. 

My first suggestion would be to con-
sider a minor in International Business.  
This would provide you with much 
needed course material that would be of 
great benefit to you when facing the 
daunting task of operating effectively in 
an international work environment.  

Second, an international work or study 
experience would be excellent.  The 
Study Abroad program at SJSU offers 
many opportunities for you to study 
abroad at virtually no extra cost to you, 
while still satisfying the course require-
ments for your timely graduation.  Look 
into it.  This is your best chance at hav-
ing an inexpensive international experi-
ence before you join the work force.  In 
addition to study abroad, you could join 
AIESEC, a student organization that can 
arrange an International Internship for 
you in many countries around the world.  
Look them up at “AIESEC.org”.  Finally, 
I have created the Thompson Global 
Internship Program for honor students 
with a 3.5 GPA and above.  This pro-
gram provides students with an all ex-
penses paid plus salary, opportunity to 
work for Crown Worldwide group, based 
in Hong Kong.  You could be going to 
any one of their offices in 52 different 
countries to work on special projects of 
their choosing.  This June, I will be tak-
ing 12 to 15 students to Hong Kong to 
work on projects.  Your own FMA offi-
cers Tara Martinez, Sheeba Saravanan, 
and Mariah Martinez have participated 
in the pilot project conducted in Kuala 
Lumpur last January.  Ask them about it. 

Finally, I would suggest looking into 
certain GE courses that might provide 
valuable insights into what it means to 
be a global citizen.  Professor Bill Reck-
meyer offers an excellent course on  

 

 

 

Global Citizenship.  There are many 
others.  Also, look for speakers who will 
be presenting on International perspec-
tives.  We have many who come on 
campus. 

I would like to leave with this final 
thought.  We live on an inter-related, 
interdependent world. We share the 
same ecosystem with all other life on 
this planet.  Information about what we 
say and do is now carried around the 
world in seconds and is made visible to 
all.  It is extremely important to be well 
educated in how what you do affects the 
planet, because we, individually, can 
now impact the whole system.  You 
have a responsibility as a citizen of this 
planet to do the right thing for the benefit 
and well being of the whole.  Become a 
global citizen! 
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Letter  from the President  

(continued from page 1) 
 

Everyone knows that students are en-
tering one of the toughest job markets 
the US has known in a long time.  FMA 
is a place where you can develop your 
resume, learn interview tips, find out 
what companies are looking for in can-
didates, take on leadership roles, and 
expand your social network.  All of 
these things are important to getting 
into the company of your choice.  The 
best thing is, all you have to do is show 
up and get involved to gain all of these 
benefits from FMA! 

Professional Certification 

(continued from page 1) 
 

Since the commitment required is years of work and study you should research 
your options now.  Even after you are certified you will have to maintain continu-
ing professional education (CPE) credits to keep your certificate active.  Con-
sider investing in your future with a Professional Certification. 

�-��1�����
�'��!�1�/��	��		���
��
+�  www.cpa-exam.org/  

2. CIA Certified Internal Auditor : www.imanet.org�

3. CMA Certified Management Accountant: www.theiia.org/   

4. CFP Certified Financial Planner:  www.cfp.net 

2-�CFA Chartered Financial Analyst: www.cfainstitute.org/� 
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INVOLVE, HAVE FUN 
AND GROW 
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Prof. Carroll Buck , Faculty Advisor 

buck_c@cob.sjsu.edu 

Tara Martinez , President 

president.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: May 2010, O & M 

Hobbies: My dog Bruce, painting, hiking, and 
color-guard 

Career inspiration: I chose Business Man-
agement as my major because, for as long 
as I can remember, I have been singled out 

as a leader. I decided to use this to my advan-
tage and make it part of my career.  I focused 
my attention on a path that would allow me to 
leverage this strength.  Now that I am entering 
the job market, I am looking into companies 
that will also allow me to utilize the qualities of 
a leader.  

Mariah Martinez , Vice President 

vicepresident.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: May 2010, Int’l Business 

Hobbies: Cooking, traveling, exercising, and 
shopping  

Career inspiration: I chose International Busi-
ness because my career goal is to work out-
side of the U.S. possibly for the United Nations 
someday.  I feel it is extremely important to 
expand our worldview and experience life 
outside of the United States, especially as 
business majors.   

Chris Chow , VP of Finance 

finance.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Dec. 2010, AIS 

Hobbies: I love to play pool, hockey, baseball.  

Career inspiration: It was my accounting pro-
fessors who inspired me. He made all the 
accounting concepts interesting for students to 
absorb. Unfortunately, he passed away about 
nine months ago. Therefore, I want to finish 
my goal, which is to finish my CPA exam and 
run my trading company. 

Huynh Le , VP of Operations 

vpoperations.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Spri. 2011, Corporate Finance 
Hobbies: dancing, listening to music, solving 
puzzles... 
Career inspiration: my mother 

Naveed Sharif , Director of Operations 

directoroperations.fma@gmail.com 

Estimated graduating: May 2011 
Hobbies: poetic rap, outdoor activities, read-
ing, bar hoping, meeting people, motivational 

speaker  
Career inspiration: I understand that account-
ing and finance are fundamental in any busi-
ness organization. Also I would like to get into 
an investment banking career that eventually 
can lead me to Wall Street. 

Yasmin Campbell , VP of Membership 

membership.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: 2012, Finance/Accounting 
Hobbies: Polynesian dancing, drums, piano, 
art 
Career inspiration: there will always be a job 
no matter how bad or well the economy is 
doing 
Yuanyuan Liu , Director of membership 

directormembership.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Fall 2010, Accounting 

Hobbies: hang out with friends, travel, sports 

Career inspiration: after I graduate from col-
lege, I plan to take CPA exam, and get my 
CPA license. I want to have my own business 
in future. 

Tran Vuong , Newsletter Editor 

newsletter.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Aug. 2010, Finance/Economics 

Hobbies: cooking, visiting farmer markets, & 
socializing with friends 

Career inspiration: A competent financial ana-
lyst. I want to use my education and working 
experience to improve the understanding 
about what Finance is and its importance in 
our economic life. Eventually, I want to involve 
in teaching. 

Elizabeth Le , Nat’l Honor Society Co-Director 

nhs.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Fall 2010, Corporate Finance 
Hobbies: Snowboarding, rock climbing, hiking 

Uma Petersen , Director of Publicity 

publicity.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Spring 2011, Marketing 

Hobbies: 1/2 marathons, hiking, reading, trav-
eling 
Career inspiration: I want to work in the field of 
marketing 

Maung Okkar Lin , Webmaster  

webmaster.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: Fall 2011 
Hobbies: sports such as soccer, swim-
ming, table tennis and others.    
Career inspiration: My curiosity in computer 
and network security inspires me to become a 
network administrator, concentrating on net-
work design and security, server deployment, 
and various network configurations. My career 
inspiration was from Kevin Mitnick, an author 
whose books are very intriguing and in certain 
aspects, profound.  

Maria Pyatigorsky , Dir. of alumni relations 

fmaalumni@gmail.com 

Graduating: Spring 2010, Finance 
Hobbies: foreign languages, playing piano 
Career inspiration: not quite sure about that... 
just like finance and find putting portfolios/
models together fascinating =) 
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Melissa Santoso, NHS Co-Director  
nhs.fma@gmail.com 

Graduating: May 2010, Finance 
Hobbies: Play table tennis (ping-pong) 
Career inspiration: A book called: What I Wish I Knew 
When I Was 20 by Tine Seelig. It has shaped my crea-
tivity and innovation. 

Y Nguyen , Secretary 

secretary.fma@gmail.com 


